Drifter deployment

A total of eighteen SVP drifters, provided by the Global Drifter Program, were deployed during the cruise. The deployment procedure involved removing the start up magnet and then the plastic packaging before deployment. The drifters were deployed after the completion of 

the CTD station closest to the target deployment location. Once the ship was re-positioned and began steaming at approximately one knot, the drifter was thrown off the fantail of the ship.  The time and position of each drifter deployment was recorded and transmitted via e-mail to the Drifter Center at AOML(Shaun.Dolk@noaa.gov).

The following eighteen drifters were deployed:

[image: image1.emf]04/09 07:31 07 59.906 S 000 43.073 W

04/09 20:36 06 59.961 S 001 33.714 W

04/10 09:59 05 59.811 S 002 24.617 W

04/10 23:25 04 59.861 S 003 00.006 W

04/11 12:38 16 59.457 S 001 06.481 W

04/12 00:32 02 59.924 S 002 59.974 W

04/12 16:56 02 00.012 S 002 59.957 W

04/13 09:30 00 59.807 S 003 00.031 W


Argo Float Deployments

Eight ARGO profiling CTD floats were launched during this cruise at the request of WHOI and AOML ARGO groups.  These floats are part of the Argo array, a global network of over 3000 profiling floats. The floats are designed to sink to a depth of about 1000m. They then drift 

freely at depth for about ten days, before sinking to 2000m and then immediately rising to the surface, collecting CTD data as they rise. Conductivity, temperature, and pressure (hence salinity) are measured and recorded at about 73 levels during each float ascent. At the 

surface, before the next dive begins, the acquired data is transmitted to shore via satellite, along with a location estimate taken while the float sits at the surface. The typical life time of the floats in the water is about four years.  All Argo float data is made publicly available on the web in real-time at    http://www.usgodae.org/argo/argo.html.

All floats were checked on the ship and started at least a day before deployment, by passing a magnet over the 'reset' area on the float.  Each float's startup time was logged.  When in position, each float was then launched by carefully lowering it into the water using a hand-held line strung through the supplied deployment straps.  Each float was deployed in the protective box the float shipped with.  Deployments were done after the completion of the CTD station nearest to the requested deployment location, immediately after the ship had turned, begun course to the next station and had reached a speed of approximately one knot. All eight floats were deployed successfully. 

An e-mail report was sent to WHOI or AOML, depending on who provided the float, to report the float ID number, float start time, exact float deployment time, location, wind speed, wind direction, sea state and deployer's name(s).

Argo float deployment information is summarized in the table below.

[image: image2.emf]2010 Date & Time (UTC) Latitude (N/S) Longitude (E/W) Wind Speed/

Float ID Start Deployment DD mm.mmm DDD mm.mmm Direction Sea State

967 64517 03/26  15:00 03/28  03:57 26 58.809 S 001 39.577 E 4.5 Kts / 29Deg calm seas

968 64518 03/26  15:10 03/30  19:16 21 59.977 S 001 39.577 E 12 Kts / 112Deg seas 4-6'

969 64570 03/31  17:17 04/02  16:06 17 59.915 S 001 39.499 E 5 Kts / 126Deg calm seas

970 78480 04/05  18:00 04/06  10:51 12 58.931 S 000 55.452 E 12.1 Kts / 200Deg seas 4-6'

862 80388 04/07  17:04 04/08  03:12 09 59.864 S 000 46.656 E 12.3 Kts / 135Deg seas 4-6'

869 80392 04/08  22:41 04/09  07:31 07 59.906 S 000 43.073 W 11.1 Kts / 117Deg seas 2-4'

707 71535 04/09  15:35 04/10  09:59 05 59.811 S 002 24.617 W 12.8 Kts / 133Deg seas 2-4'

863 80389 04/11  22:09 04/12  16:56 02 00.012 S 002 59.957 W 9.9 Kts / 126Deg seas 1-2'
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